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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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ACTION MC-02 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO L-03 SY-05 PM-04 TRSE-00 EB-07 

COME-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO /039 W 

056995 

R 132035Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7659 

UNCLAS LA PAZ 5609 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILL BL 

SUBJECT: LAWS GOVERNING FIREARM IMPORTATION 
REF: STATE 177789 

1. SUPREME DECREE 5789, MAY 8, 1961 ASSIGNED CONTROL AND SUPER- 
VISION TO MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OF ALL IMPORTATION OF FIREARMS, 
AMMUNITION, EXPLOSIVES AND EQUIPMENT TO MANUFACTURE ABOVE ITEMS. 

2. MINISTRY OF DEFENSE PROCEDURE REQUIRES IMPORTERS TO SUBMIT 
WRITTEN IMPORT REQUEST. FOLLOWING IS REQUIRED BY MINISTRY: 

A. ON LEGAL PAPER, SUBMIT REQUEST 

B. CERTIFY FIRM IS REGITERED WITH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY. 

C. COPY OF LEGAL DOCUMENTS FORMALLY ESTABLISHING FIRM. 

D. PROOF THAT BUSINESS TAXES HAVE BEEN PAID. 

E. NAME AND ADDRESS OF FIRM'S PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVES. 

F. COPY OF SELLER'S PRO FORMA INVOICE. 

3. IF MINISTRY APPROVES IMPORTATION, MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ISSUES 
IMPORTER A RESOLUCION MINISTERIAL (IMPORT PERMIT) VALID FOR 180 
DAYS. DECREE ISSUED FOR ONLY ONE TRANSACTION BASED ON SELLER'S 
PRO FORMA INVOICE, I.E. NAME OF MANUFACTURER AND SPECIFIC PRODUCTS 
AND QUANTITIES. 

4. FOR IMPORTER TO OBTAIN ORIGINAL RESOLUCION OR FOR RESOLUCION 
TO BE VALID, IMPORTER MUST FIRST SUBMIT TO MINISTRY A BANCO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FOB FACTORY VALUE IN FAVOR OF MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THIS IS A 
SERVICE TAX. 

5. UPON NOTIFICATION OF ARRIVAL OF GOODS, IMPORTER PRESENTS 
MINISTERIAL RESOLUCION TO CUSTOMS. SHIPMENT IS INSPECTED BY 
CUSTOMS AND BY A MEMBER OF MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. BOTH AGENCIES 
SIGN CUSTOMS ENTRY DECLARATION. 

6. IMPORTER IS REQUIRED BY MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND LOCAL POLICE 
DEPARTMENT TO MAINTAIN SALES LOG FOR WEAPONS. THIS CONTROL IS 
NOT REQUIRED FOR AMMUNITION. LOG ENTRY IS BY SALES ORDER, NAME 
OF PURCHASER, BUYER’S CARNET NUMBER (PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION 
CARD ISSUED BY GOB), TYPE WEAPON, SERIAL NUMBER AND MANUFACTURER S 
NAME. EACH MONTH IMPORTER PRESENTS LOG TO POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL. ONCE THIS APPROVAL ISSUED, COPY IS SENT TO 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 

7. RETAIL PURCHASER OF HAND GUNS ONLY MUST REGISTER FIREARMS 
WITH HIS LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENT. IN REGISTERING, BUYER PRESENTS 
SALES RECEIPT. 

8. PRIOR TO TRANSPORTING WEAPONS FROM OWNER S POLICE DISTRICT, HE 
MUST FIRST OBTAIN WRITTEN PERMISSION TO DO SO. APPEARS THIS 
CONTROL IS ENFORCE. 

STEDMAN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SMALL ARMS, MUNITIONS CONTROLS, EXPORT LICENSES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LAPAZ05609 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750280-0409 
From: LA PAZ 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750857/aaaabxvq.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION MC 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 177789 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 FEB 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <1 1 MAR 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LAWS GOVERNING FIREARM IMPORTATION 
TAGS: MILI, BL, XX 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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